
 

DIGSWELL LAKE SOCIETY 
 
The Society maintains Digswell Lake and the surrounding 
wooded parkland (17½ acres in all ) as a nature reserve and 
place of tranquil beauty. 
 

Newsletter      Summer 2013 

 


 
All evening 
meetings  

commence at 
7.30 pm  

 
and are held 

at the  
 

Digswell Village Hall 
Harmer Green Lane 

Digswell 
 

Admission charge 
only £2.00 

 

which includes 
refreshments 

 
Your friends are 
most welcome  
to come along 

 
Ring Bob Leys 

0n 01707 321157 
for information 

 


The Society is a Registered Charity (No.296918) and a Company Limited by Guarantee incorporated in England (No. 2125155).  
Registered Office: 401 Knightsfield, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. AL8 7LY 

 

Diary Dates 2013 
 
Friday 21st June 2013 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING followed by  
Hertfordshire Constabulary, Rural Operational Support Team 
(ROST), Outlining their responsibility for Coordinating the Prevention and 
Detection of Rural, Wildlife, Environmental & Heritage Crimes and 
Gypsy / Traveller Liaison. 
 
Friday 18th October 2013 
 
The Friends of Northaw Great Wood were established in 2007 and are 
a small group of volunteers who assist with conservation work at Northaw 
Great Wood near Cuffley. Speaker: Peter Walker Designated a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest and a Country Park Peter will provide an illus-
trated talk about the Wood and its history and the work of the volunteers. 
 
Friday 15th November 2013  
 
Wildflowers, Butterflies and Birds of Aldbury Nowers Nature Re-
serve. Speaker: Paul Thrush, Reserves Officer.  Aldbury Nowers Nature 
Reserve near Tring is chalky grassland and beech woodland, it has won-
derful views across the Vale of Aylesbury and is well known for its wild 
flowers and its wide range of birds and butterflies. 
 

 

Work Party Dates 2013  
 

25th  May               28th Sept      9am -1pm 
22nd June              26th Oct        9am -1pm                                                         
27th July                 23rd Nov       9am -1pm     
24th Aug                 28th Dec       9am -1pm 

Offers to assist in the mainte-
nance of the area will be wel-
comed. Contact James via 
info@digswell-lake.org.uk or 
Tel: 0845-003-5253  

 

This newsletter will shortly be available for viewing on the 
Society’s web site; digswell-lake.org.uk 

 

If you would like to put forward a suggestion for an evening 
speaker then please email me, Sally, at: - 

sally.burman@ntlworld.com 
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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 

growth, until, in the fifth year, the hedge will be 
cut back to where it is now. The passing public 
will then again have their glimpse of the Lake as 
they drive past. We are hoping that Mr Blissett 
will give an evening lecture to the Society on his 
work, at some future date. 
 
Our evening lectures, enterprisingly organised by 
Committee Member Sally Burman, have suffered 
a slight falling-off in attendances, despite some 
excellent speakers. In case it’s bad weather 
which is putting people off, we will start to 
change the dates of our lectures to early-
September, late-October, February and April, 
plus summer AGM, thereby avoiding lectures in 
November and January. 
 
Following theft and attempted theft from our tool-
store, we intend to buy a heavy-duty all-metal 
toolstore adapted from a second-hand shipping 
container, and painted an unobtrusive green. 
These structures are tough, and any attempt to 
break in is off-puttingly noisy. We have applied to 
the Borough Council for a certificate that this 
new toolstore is permissible within planning law 
(there is a standard official procedure for this). 
 
Around the Lake, especially on the ‘island’ and 
particularly near the weir, the footpaths are un-
pleasantly muddy. In the past, we have barrowed 
in gravel or crushed stone to make up the foot-
paths, but this is expensive, backbreaking and 
not very long-lasting. Meanwhile, we have dis-
posed of excess fallen timber by making bon-
fires. Eureka! In future, we will convert this tim-
ber into wood-chippings for spreading direct onto 
the footpaths. 
  
Peter Neville 

With this Newsletter, you will also receive your 
formal notice of the Society’s AGM on 21 June. I 
hope you will be able to attend, not just for the 
talk afterwards by the Herts Constabulary Rural 
Operations Support Team, but also to have your 
say about the Lake and how it is run. 
 
There will be three vacancies on the Committee 
even if you re-elect all those members of the 
Committee who will be standing down in rotation, 
and I invite you to consider putting yourself for-
ward. (Details in the formal paperwork enclosed.) 
 
The next morning, 22 June, the Society will have 
an info-stall at the Welwyn Street Market. Do 
stop for a chat if you’re passing. 
 
You have almost certainly noticed the handsome 
re-laid hedge on our Bessemer Road boundary. 

This work, by craftsman Paul Blissett, has won 
compliments from far and wide. To prevent the 
hedge from forming a hard top edge after re-
peated annual cuttings to the same height, each 
annual cut will take away only part of that year’s 

www.hedgelayer.freeserve.co.u
 

The above web site is that of Paul Blissett the 
hedge layer mentioned in the Chairman’s report. 
It is well worth a visit; a mine of information and 
lots of interesting photos. 
 

Mr Blissett felt you may wish to know that the 
2013 Hedgelaying Championships will be held at 
Waddesdon, Buckinghamshire on Saturday 26th 
October. 
Ed. 
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Photo Gallery 

The two lovely photos above sent in by     TED ELLIS 

This Koi Carp was spotted in the lake 
by two members, Max Forbes and B 
Curtis, at different times earlier this 
year. Is it still there? 
Photo by B Curtis 

Pumping silt from the lake. 

Beautiful - but I don’t know what it is. 
Can you help?   Ed. 

 Members are  
respectfully  

requested to ensure 
the gate is  

properly closed 
after entering or 
leaving the lake 

area. 
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DIGSWELL LAKE BIRD REPORT 
March 2012-2013 

Compiled and submitted by Colin Hull 

continued on next page 

Highlights 

A pair of Mute Swans nested again this year at 
the west end of the lake. The nest was built in 
later March and the female began sitting in early 
April. The result was initially four young and in 
June there were signs of three surviving young. 
However in August and September only one was 
seen with the adults.   

 

Four pairs of Coot nested on the lake. There 
were some early losses at the stage of incuba-
tion or soon after hatching. One pair near the 
dam lost their first nest attempt and showed no 
further attempts. The other three pairs all nested 
again and raised some young that survived to 
maturity. 
 
There were a few young Moorhen later in the 
season that indicates some successes but not 
sure how many suffered losses in early nest at-
tempts.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The only summer migrants I was able to confirm 
breeding on site this year have been Chiff Chaff 
and Blackcap.  At least three Chiff Chaffs and 
four Blackcaps were singing on most visits in 
April-July. Although I counted the singing males 
and looked for some evidence of successful 
families later in the season I was uncertain about 
actual outcomes. On a few occasions the anx-
ious calls of females may have indicated some 
young having just left the nest. 

 
 

I took part in a British Trust for Ornithology pro-
ject to monitor winter occurrences of Fieldfare 
and Redwing, as well as Blackbirds, Song 
Thrush and Mistle Thrush. The last three spe-
cies are mainly resident in UK all the year round 
but we get often normally get large numbers of 
migrants from north and east Europe as well. 
Fieldfare and Redwing are both Scandinavian in 
origin. Often in previous year they have been 
seen in the hedgerows of the northern boundary 
by the river. This winter was very poor and cold 
weather and this no doubt had a strong effect on 
many winter visitors going to other warmer 
places. Along with other sites I regularly watched 
sightings of Fieldfare and Redwings were 
scarce. Furthermore I only counted a few small 
flocks of Siskin.  
 
Full systematic list 
 
Key. SV summer visitor, WV winter visitor  
Birds of national conservation concern. Red list 
>50% decline, Amber list 25-50% decline 
 
 

Blackcap 

Moorhen 
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population that occurs along the river near Dig-
swell and a few frequently settle on the lake.  
Kingfisher. Amber List. No records this year. 
Green Woodpecker. One heard on various 
dates.  

 
Great Spotted Woodpecker. One heard on 
various dates. 
Grey Wagtail. One on 5 Jan.  
Pied Wagtail. Occasional visits but no proof of 
breeding on site.  
Wren.. Up to 7 singing males. Otherwise heard 
or seen throughout the year.  
Dunnock. Amber List. 1-2 singing on some 
dates. Also a few in winter months.  
Robin.. Several uncounted singing males on 
some visits.   
Blackbird. Up to 6 singing males in March-May. 
Plus a few winter sightings of up to 5 at a time.  
Song Thrush. Red List. 1-2 males singing on 
some dates. No evidence of successful breed-
ing.  
Mistle Thrush. Amber List. Two observed in the 
lane adjacent to the site.  
Goldcrest. Single sightings on some dates 

Little Grebe. Has bred on the river in some 
years. Up to 3 on various dates during the winter 
but no evidence of breeding.  

Grey Heron. One on some visits.  
Mute Swan. Returned as breeding species at 
the lake 2 years ago. Nested again  
Mallard. Small flocks in winter months. One 
breeding record of female plus 4 young on the 
river.. 
Gadwall. Regular visitor but only rarely breeds 
at the lake. Counts of up to 6 on various dates. 
Tufted Duck. No records for this year.   
Shoveler. (WV). None recorded this year.  
Pochard. A less frequent winter visitor.  
Pheasant. 1-2 on some dates but no breeding 
records.  
Common Buzzard. Increasing local visitor. 1-2 
seen on a few dates.  
Sparrowhawk. Widespread resident in Herts. 
One overhead on a few dates.  

Kestrel. Amber list. Has shown significant de-
clines on farmland. Has bred at the lake in re-
cent years. I personally did not note any breed-
ing this year.  
Red Kite. 1 seen nearby on a few dates.  
Moorhen. A few noted around the edges on the 
lake and on the river.  A few nests were ob-
served and some young.  
Coot. See Highlights. Some young  
Wood Pigeon. One of UKs most abundant spe-
cies. So common I hardly ever bother to count 
them.  
Black-headed Gull. (WV). There is local winter 

Kestrel 

Heron 

continued overleaf 

Goldcrest 



Redwing  (WV). Only a few scare sightings with 
a flock of 15 in the lane in January.  
Fieldfare (WV). None present on any dates in 
winter.  
Backcap. (SV) There were up to 4 singing males 
on several dates.  
Chiffchaff. (SV) Up to 4 pairs noted on site. 
Long-tailed Tit.   A few uncounted pairs and 
winter flocks with other Tits.  
Blue Tit. Present on all visit dates and ... but I 
have no breeding records.  
Great Tit Uncounted singing males and family 
flocks.  
Coal Tit. .1-2 singing males on some dates and 
present with other Tits in mixed flocks.  
Nuthatch. I did 
not count these 
specifically but 
there were sev-
eral occasions 
when alarm calls 
were heard, pos-
sibly indicating 
some young pre-
sent.  
Jay. One or two 
families on site. 
One sighted eat-
ing a young 
Great Tit with parents creating a fuss nearby.  
Magpie. Present on various dates through the 
year.  
T r e e 
creeper.  
S i g h t -
ings of 
s i n g l e s 
on some 
d a t e s . 
No proof 
of breed-
ing.  
 
Jackdaw. Resident breeding community as well 
as winter flocks locally.  
Carrion Crow.. Several sightings of individuals 
on various dates.  
Chaffinch.  Some singing males a few small 
flocks.  
Siskin (WV). Fewer flocks and much less nu-
merous this year. 40 on 5 Jan. 20 on 11 Jan 
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Goldfinch Unusually no records for the year.  

In addition to the birds it is good to report that a 
Water Vole was seen a few times along the 
river.  

Acknowledgments 
 

Thanks to the people who have sent me reports 
during the year and to all who take an interest in 
the bird life of the lake. We will ask again kindly 
that those people who walk dogs to please keep 
to the main grassy areas of the reserve from 
Mar-August so as to avoid disturbing nesting 
birds.  
 
If you have any interesting sightings or informa-
tion in connection with birds at the lake please 
contact me. With regard to sending me sightings 
of birds you cannot identify, I recognise that fleet-
ing glimpses may be difficult to be certain about. 
If you get a good look at the bird then try and 
make some mental notes (or even write them 
down at the site). 
How big is it? (Sparrow size, Blackbird, Crow 
size etc) 
Main colours on back, head, tail, underneath 
Is it perched or walking /swimming? 
If it is flying does it fly it in straight line or up and 
down? 
Are the wings rounded or pointed?  
Colin Hull.  
Tel 01438 813074 
Email: colinhull88@btinternet.com 

  

 Nuthatch 

Tree creeper 

Goldfinch 
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Have a look at your web site. 
 

DIGSWELL-LAKE.ORG.UK 
 

Find  
Contact details 

Calendar of events 
(e.g. work parties & talks ) 
Picture gallery - Newsletter 

And more 
 

Please send in articles, anecdotes  and photographs 
which you feel  may be of interest to other 

Society members. 
bob.leys@ntlworld.com 

SOME WORKPARTY TITBITS 
 

November 
Coppiced white willow and took scions to a local 
nursery school for the building of a willow tunnel 
(see photo). 

 

March 
Not many volunteers turned up - it was snowing. 
Laid holly alongside the chain link fence on Dig-
swell Park Road. Found Dumped car at lake en-
trance. Arrangements made for it’s removal . 
April  
Cleared willow on the north side of the weir (see 
photo sent in by Deborah Godbold) 
 

In Summer Time 
 

Paul Laurence Dunbar 

 

 

When summer time has come, and all 
The world is in the magic thrall 
Of perfumed airs that lull each sense 
To fits of drowsy indolence; 
When skies are deepest blue above, 
And flow'rs aflush,--then most I love 
To start, while early dews are damp, 
And wend my way in woodland tramp 
Where forests rustle, tree on tree, 
And sing their silent songs to me; 
Where pathways meet and path ways part,-- 
To walk with Nature heart by heart, 
Till wearied out at last I lie 
Where some sweet stream steals singing by 
A mossy bank; where violets vie 
In color with the summer sky,-- 
Or take my rod and line and hook, 
And wander to some darkling brook, 
Where all day long the willows dream, 
And idly droop to kiss the stream, 
And there to loll from morn till night-- 
Unheeding nibble, run, or bite-- 
Just for the joy of being there 
And drinking in the summer air, 
The summer sounds, and summer sights, 
That set a restless mind to rights 
When grief and pain and raging doubt 
Of men and creeds have worn it out; 
The birds' song and the water's drone, 
The humming bees' low monotone, 
The murmur of the passing breeze, 
And all the sounds akin to these, 
That make a man in summer time 
Feel only fit for rest and rhyme. 
Joy springs all radiant in my breast; 
Though pauper poor, than king more blest, 
The tide beats in my soul so strong 
That happiness breaks forth in song, 
And rings aloud the welkin blue 
With all the songs I ever knew. 
O time of rapture! time of song! 
How swiftly glide thy days along 
Adown the current of the years, 
Above the rocks of grief and tears! 
'Tis wealth enough of joy for me 
In summer time to simply be. 
 

Paul Laurence Dunbar (June                    
27, 1872 – February 9, 1906)  
was an African-American 
poet, novelist, and playwright 
of the late 19th and early 
20th centuries 
 

Ed.     Source; Wikipedia. 

 



Spring  2013 
 
By the 1st of April the accounts have been presented and returned and the bank 
statements itemising subscriptions have arrived and can be entered onto the data 
base.  It is my busiest time but I do enjoy seeing the names of our members and be-
ing reminded of the loyal support, over many years, which has provided the backbone 
for the continuing work of the Society. 
 
Thanks to everyone who has decided to change to a Standing Order. 
Membership remains steady; after the annual weeding of lapsed subscriptions, I an-
ticipate we will be sending out about 490 Newsletters this Spring. 
 
The weather last year made trips to the Lake less than appealing; I’m hoping for more  
warm afternoons of peace and relaxation in 2013, and hope to see you there too. 
 

Carole Dale 
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Treasurer & Membership Secretary’s Report 

SUBSCRIPTIONS   2013/2014 
 

The Society’s subscription year runs from 1st April to 31st March 
 

For those members making direct payment please, if you have not already done so, make 
your cheque payable to Digswell Lake Society and send it, with this completed slip, to the 
Treasurer Carole Dale, the address of whom is shown at the foot of the last  page.            
Many thanks. 
 

Name 
 
Address 
 
 
 
 
Post code                                      Tel. no. 
 
e-mail                                                                         Date          /        / 
 

Please tick:       £ 5.00  (individual membership) 
                           
       £10.00  (family membership) 

YOUR TREASURER & 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
Carole Dale. 
135 Oakdale, 
Welwyn Garden City, 
Herts. AL8 7QS 
Tel. No. 01707 895854 
carole_dale@hotmail.com 

YOUR NEWSLETTER 
COMPILER 
Bob Leys. 
401 Knightsfield, 
Welwyn Garden City, 
Herts. AL8 7LY 
Tel. No. 01707 321157 
bob.leys@ntlworld.com 

YOUR SECRETARY 
& SAFETY OFFICER 
Piers D Treacher 
Mobile telephone no. 
07834953616  
E-mail 
piers@treacher.net 

YOUR CHAIRMAN 
PETER NEVILLE. 
26 Harmer Green Lane, 
Digswell, Welwyn, 
Herts. AL6 0AT 
Tel.No. 01438 714394 
peter.neville@stcatz. 
oxon.org 


