DIGSWELL LAKE SOCIETY
The Society maintains Digswell Lake and the surrounding
wooded parkland (17½ acres in all ) as a nature reserve and
place of tranquil beauty.

Newsletter

Summer 2015

Diary Dates 2015
Friday 12th June 2015

If you would like to put forward a suggestion for an
evening speaker then
please email me,
Sally Burman at: sally.burman@ntlworld.com

Annual General Meeting
The AGM will be followed by a short film about Taylor’s of Welwyn, a local company based in Digswell during the 1950’s and with additional
comments by Paul Jiggins of the Welwyn Historical Society.
Friday 23rd October 2015
Subject: Wendover Arm of the Grand Union Canal and the work of
the Wendover Arm Trust. The Wendover Arm of the Grand Union Canal
was built in 1793 and abandoned in 2004.
Speaker: Ray Orth, Assistant Restoration Director, will be talking about
the history of the canal, the work of the Trust and the restoration work in
hand.
Friday 20th November 2015:
Subject: Hatfield Forest - the National Trust’s best medieval hunting
forest.
Speaker: Stuart Warrington, National Trust Wildlife and Countryside
advisor for the East of England.
We are very pleased to have Stuart back to talk about the Hatfield forest,
its veteran trees, pollards, coppice, deer, history and wildlife and to
update us on the work of the NT.

YOUR CHAIRMAN
PETER NEVILLE.
26 Harmer Green Lane,
Digswell, Welwyn,
Herts. AL6 0AT
Tel.No. 01438 714394
peter.neville@stcatz.
oxon.org


All evening
meetings
commence at
7.30 pm
and are held
at the
Digswell Village Hall
Harmer Green Lane
Digswell
Admission charge
only £2.00
which includes
refreshments
Your friends are
most welcome
to come along
Ring Bob Leys
0n 01707 321157
for information
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YOUR NEWSLETTER

SAFETY OFFICER

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

COMPILER

Piers D Treacher
Mobile telephone no.
07834953616
E-mail
piers@treacher.net

Carole Dale.
Tel. No. 01707 895854
caroledale6@gmail.com

Bob Leys.
401 Knightsfield,
Welwyn Garden City,
Herts. AL8 7LY
Tel. No. 01707 321157
bob.leys@ntlworld.com

Name/s of new
incumbent/s to be
announced at AGM

The Society is a Registered Charity (No.296918) and a Company Limited by Guarantee incorporated in England (No. 2125155).
Registered Office: 401 Knightsfield, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. AL8 7LY
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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
Enclosed with this Newsletter you will find your invitation to the Lake Society's AGM on 12 June . This
is your chance to ask the Committee any questions, or to make suggestions about the Lake or about
the running of the Society. I look forward to seeing you there. It is also your chance to put yourself forward for election to the Committee - instructions are in the enclosed papers. After the AGM, we hope
to show a short (15 mins) silent film from the 1950s showing Taylors Beehive Works (a Digswell landmark for many years) and some Welwyn Garden City scenes. We will also have a speaker knowledgeable about the era and area.
We have recently co-opted three new members to the Committee, who will now stand for election at
the AGM. They bring a range of welcome skills to the Committee, and they are (in order of joining):
David White, a regular attender at our monthly maintenance working parties;
Simon Stebbings, a retired City litigation lawyer; and Deborah Smith, a marketing
consultant.
However, the Committee are sad to be losing Carole Dale, who has served with courteous diligence
for ten years as our Treasurer and Membership Secretary, key roles in the Society. It is mainly because of this vacancy that we are not having our usual information stall at the Welwyn Street market
this year, but we mean to be back in 2016.
We are also sad to be losing Mike Kersey, who is standing down after many years helping both in very
practical ways (such as with gazebos and refreshments at Lake Open Evenings) and also in bringing
clear insights and common-sense to the Committee table.
As you may know from previous Newsletters, we have a long-term plan to replace the plank walkway
along the weir by a more satisfactory crossing, to preserve the circular walk around the Lake. A subgroup has started work on this, and has identified a number of contractors, familiar with structural work
in lakes and rivers, who would be interested in a project of this size.
But this is some way off yet. Meanwhile, the Lake continues in good heart, thanks to the work of our
volunteers who continue with the tasks of thinning reeds, removing rhododendron, clearing litter, and
so on, to keep it in the condition which we so appreciate when we visit.

Peter Neville
SHERRARDSPARK WOOD WARDENS SOCIETY
www.sherrardsparkwoodwardens.org.uk

GUIDED WALKS 2015
SUNDAY 7th JUNE 11.00 a.m. - “FORAGING IN THE WOOD FOR FOOD & MEDICINE”
SATURDAY 20th JUNE 2.00 p.m. - “WOODLAND INSECT LIFE”
SUNDAY12th JULY 2.00 p.m. - “BUTTERFLY WALK”
SATURDAY 8th AUGUST 2.00 p.m. - “DO YOU KNOW YOUR WOODLAND TREES?”
SATURDAY 22nd AUGUST - “BAT WATCHING AT STANBOROUGH LAKES”
SATURDAY 19th SEPTEMBER - “FUNGAL FORAY”
Limited Numbers. Please pre-book for start details.
SUNDAY 25th OCTOBER 2.00 p.m. - “A SHORT WALK THROUGH THE LONG HISTORY OF THE WOODS”
SATURDAY 14th NOVEMBER - “FUNGAL FORAY”
Limited numbers. Please pre-book for start details
Donation £3 per person. Walks start from the Pentley Park entrance, near Templewood School, unless otherwise advised.
Dogs on leads please. Remember to wear suitable footwear. For enquiries and pre-booking telephone 01707 324718
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ARE BEES ON THE DECLINE ?
Article by Peter Mathews

If we are to read some of the sensationalist
writing we might think bees were on the
point of total extinction. Let us be clear bees,
amongst many other species, are under
greater threat than ever before......climate
change, exotic pests and diseases introduced through globalisation, lack of diverse
foraging as the result of intensive farming
practice, the use of agrochemicals – the list
is a long one. The common thread in all of
this is that the threats are man made. The
use of neonicotinoids as a systemic insecticide eg on oil seed rape has had an especially high profile thanks to fund raising campaigns by environmental groups. The reality
is that there is no hard evidence to support
these claims. More seriously, the campaigns
have diverted attention from the real threats
to our pollinators.

What can be done? A down to earth approach from Defra is the Healthy Bee Plan.
One of the aims is both to encourage more
people to keep bees and to improve the
level of training. Whilst this may not be the
silver bullet it does buy us time. More than
that, it gives us many more new beekeepers
able to tackle the management methods essential to keep some of these threats under
control.
Beekeepers themselves are changing. Thirty
years ago the typical beekeeper was middle
aged, male, invariably bearded with little
knowledge of bees, who did precious little
to care for is stock. Today's beekeepers are
just as likely to be female perhaps keeping
bees on a rooftop in an urban environment.
Beekeeping in London is the trending thing
to do!

And, whilst numbers are improving - Welwyn
Beekeepers' Association has some 80 members up from a modest 20 or so ten years
back - we have a long way to go to match
membership numbers of 900 in Edwardian
times.

Just why would you want to take up beekeeping? There is no simple answer. For
some beekeeping is farming on a small
scale. Others find working with bees provides them with a relaxing, and sometimes
not such a relaxing, way of escaping from
the stresses life. Alternatively, you may be
more interested in producing honey and
other hive produce, designing your own custom packaging and getting produce to market. Whilst beekeeping does involve capital
outlay, it is a hobby which pays its way. With
a heavy calendar of events it is also as social as you want to make it.

Peter Mathews who gave us a fascinating insight of the world of
beekeeping at our talk in February.

If you are interested in learning more about
bees then drop a line to Welwyn Beekeepers :-welwynbees@gmail.com or
via www.HertsBees.com .
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DIGSWELL LAKE BIRD REPORT
March 2014 - 2015
Compiled and submitted by Colin Hull
Highlights

Full systematic list

Mute Swan again bred at the lake at a previously
used nest site and this year produced 4 chicks,
although only 3 survived to the autumn.
There were four pairs of Coot, three on lake and
one on the river. The two pairs at the west end
and the middle of the lake both produced families. What happened with other two pairs was
more confusing. The pair on the river produced a
family of five while the pair near the dam did not
seem to be nesting at all. Then a few weeks
later there were adults and young near the dam
but no sign of any on the river. I can only surmise the river pair replaced the unproductive
pair.

Key. SV summer visitor, WV winter visitor
Birds of national conservation concern. Red list
>50% decline, Amber list 25-50% decline

Tufted Duck - male

Tufted Duck - female

There were on occasions Tufted Ducks on the
lake but no evidence of nesting. A few Mallard
were present and successfully bred. On one occasion there was a female with 14 ducklings.
The usual summer visitors Chiff Chaff and Blackcap were present but not Garden Warbler and
there were no sightings of any Spotted Flycatcher.

Spotted Flycatcher

The winter months were slightly unusual for the
lack of some of our normal winter visitors; Fieldfare, Redwing and Siskin. It may well have depended on local weather patterns and elsewhere
I also had fewer Fieldfare and Redwing this
year. On the other hand I noted one Little Egret
on the lake on a few dates.

Little Grebe. Has bred on the river in some
years. One pair nested but unknown outcome.
Also two regularly on the lake in winter months.
Grey Heron. One on some visits.
Little Egret. One present on few dates in Jan
and Feb.
Mute Swan. One pair. See highlights.
Mallard. Small flocks in winter months.
Gadwall. Regular visitor but only rarely breeds
at the lake. Up to 6 on some occasions.
Tufted Duck. No specific records this year.
Pheasant. 1-2 on some dates but no breeding
records.
Common
Buzzard.
Increasing local visitor.
One overhead on a few
dates. Tom Gladwin
reported up to 5 roosting at the lake.
Sparrowhawk. Widespread
resident
in
Common
Herts. One overhead
Buzzard
on a few dates.
Kestrel. Amber list. Has shown significant declines on farmland. Has bred at the lake in recent years. I personally did not note any breeding this year. One overhead on a few dates.
Red Kite. 1 seen nearby on a few dates and
sometimes overhead.
Moorhen. A few noted around the edges on the
lake and on the river. A few nests were observed and some young.
Coot. See Highlights.
Wood Pigeon. One of UKs most abundant species. So common I hardly ever bother to count
them.
Black-headed Gull. (WV). There is local winter
population that occurs along the river near Digswell. No specific records at the lake this year.
Kingfisher. Amber List. Single sightings in July
and August.
Green Woodpecker. One heard on various
dates.
Great Spotted Woodpecker. One heard on
various dates.
continued on following page
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continued from page 4
Pied Wagtail. Occasional visits but no proof of
breeding on site. No specific records for this
year.
Wren. Common
Wren Resident. Up to
6 singing males
recorded
on
one visit in
April. Otherwise
heard or seen
throughout the
year.
Dunnock. Amber List. .1-2 singing on some
dates. Also a few in winter months.
Robin.. Common resident. Several uncounted
singing males on some visits.
Blackbird. Up to 3-4 singing males in MarchMay is probably and underestimate. Plus a few
winter sightings including small flocks. .
Song Thrush. Red List. 1-2 males singing on
some dates. No evidence of successful breeding.
Mistle Thrush. Amber List. 1 singing on some
dates.
Redwing (WV). Normal regular winter visitor
but unusually none this year.
Fieldfare (WV). Normal regular winter visitor but
unusually none this year.
Blackcap. (SV) There were up to 2 singing
males on several dates but there may have been
more.
Chiffchaff. (SV) Up to 2.pairs noted on site.
Goldcrest. Single
sightings on some
dates.
Long-tailed Tit.
A few uncounted
pairs and winter
flocks with others
Gold Crest
Tits.
Blue Tit. Present on all visit dates and but I
have no breeding records.
Great Tit Uncounted singing males and family
flocks.
Coal Tit. 1-2 singing males on some dates and
present with other Tits in mixed flocks in winter
months.
Nuthatch. I did not count these specifically but
there were several occasions when breeding
and alarm calls were heard.
Tree creeper. Sightings of singles on some
dates. No proof of breeding.
Jay. One or two families on site.
Magpie. Present on various dates through the
year.
Jackdaw. Resident breeding community as well
as winter flocks locally.

Carrion Crow. Several sightings of individuals
on various dates.
Chaffinch. Common resident. Some uncounted
singing males and a few small flocks.
Goldfinch
Goldfinch
Unusually
no records
for the year.
Siskin
(WV). Unusually no
records for
the year

Acknowledgments
Thanks to the people who have sent me reports
during the year and to all who take an interest in
the bird life of the lake. I always happy to hear
from people who may also note the birds they
see during visits as it helps to supplement my
own data. Even reports of common birds are of
interest, especially any counts. So if you have
any interesting sightings or information in connection with birds at the lake please contact me.
Unidentified species
With regard to sending me sightings of birds you
cannot identify, I recognise that fleeting glimpses
may be difficult to be certain about. If you get a
good look at the bird then try and make some
mental notes (or even write them down at the
site).
How big is it? (Sparrow size, Blackbird, Crow
size etc)
Main colours on back, head, tail, underneath
Is it perched or walking /swimming?
If it is flying does it fly it in straight line or up and
down?
Are the wings rounded or pointed?

Colin Hull.
Tel 01438 813974
Email: colinhull88@btinternet.com

Kingfisher

Nuthatch
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PHOTOGRAPHS SENT IN BY MEMBERS OF OUR WORK PARTY TEAM.

Garry & David removing fallen tree from reeds to prevent access to nesting birds.
Clear water margin generated by clearing reeds over last couple of work parties.

Removing reeds by saw, a little bit like turf / peat
cutting.

The benefits of having deadwood. This fallen
trunk would have offered easy pickings for the
woodpecker that made this hole!!

Looking up the lake towards the cornus alba / dogwood
on a rather misty morning.
Why not come and join us?
Meet on the fourth Saturday
in the month 9am to 1pm
Not all heavy work.
Friendly bunch and always
coffee, tea and biscuits
available for break-time.
Phone 0845 003 5253 if you
require more information. Ed.

Greater Spotted Woodpecker
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The Great Spring Migration on Lesvos
Lesvos (or Lesbos) is a Greek island just off the coast
of Western Turkey. Its position in the eastern Aegean
so close to Turkey puts in on the great migration route
for many migrating birds. It has become a must visit
place for many “birders” looking to locate and enjoy
the spectacle of many species passing through on
their way north in the spring (Feb-May) and south in
the autumn (September to November). The local tourism businesses rather enjoy it too as the birders provide much needed revenue from catering services
prior to the main tourist season.
The island is a rather odd almost half donut shaped
island so the middle of the island at Skalla Kollonis is
actually near the sea. Usha and I were booked for a
week at a hotel at Skalla Kollonis and gave us a central base. Most of those staying at the hotel were birders who had come independently (like us) or part of
group tours. We hired a car for part of the week and
had a day booked with Steve Dudley (English) who
spends much of his year on the Island and has written
a book on where to go and what can be seen at various times of year. We used his book extensively to
explore parts of the island.
We had a final tally of 91 species including many
common migrants and common resident species and
15 I have never seen before (“Life Firsts”). There were
also some quite common species of course that are
scarce or absent from the UK. Two noticeable little
brown birds (Corn Bunting and Crested Lark) we
seemed to see everywhere. Corn Bunting used to be
a very common bird of the British countryside but has
suffered server declines since the 1970’s probably
related to changes in agriculture.
Crested
Lark

Cetti’s
Warbler
We were rewarded with good close up sightings of
two normally shy birds; Bittern and Cettis Warbler.
After years of getting occasional sightings in the UK of
Bittern half concealed in reed beds we were delighted
to see one a few hundred yards down the road from
our hotel, walking in a pond about 2-3 meters away
from us hunting abundant frogs, apparently unconcerned with a small group of people admiring it and
taking close up photos. Similarly Cettis Warbler who
often sing from the middle of bushes sometimes also
appeared to sing in full view.
We were delighted to hear several Nightingales, including in the hotel garden near our window, but they
evaded all attempts to see the soloist even when I
thought had actually tracked down the bush where the
song perch was hidden.
The other stars of the show for the week were my list
of Life Firsts:

Colin Hull

Yelkouan Shearwater. Migrant. Distant view at coast.
Greater Flamingo. On the salt pans and local river
estuary.
Pallid Harrier. Passage migrant. Seen flying past on
our day out with Steve Dudley.
Goshawk. Resident species. One seen soaring.
Long Legged Buzzard. Resident species seen on
various occasions. Seemed to be one of the most
common birds of prey on the Island.
Red Footed Falcon. Passage migrant and one I had
hoped to see. We had several sighting on different
days and on one occasion 13 together hunting over
some reed beds neat the Salt pans. Also some close
up views perched on electrical wires.
Eleanoras Falcon. One seen pointed out by Steve
Dudley.
Kentish Plover. One I spotted on local estuary.
Pallid Swift and Alpine Swift. Passage migrants. Several flocks seen.
Middle Spotted Woodpecker. Only fleeting glimpse
but the only regular and common woodpecker on Lesvos seems to confirm it.
Woodchat Shrike and Masked Shrike. Both migrant
breeding species. A few of each seen.
Sombre Tit. Resident species. One lucky sighting on
a mountain forest walk.
Subalpine Warbler. Migrant breeding. One seen and
heard.
Rufous Bush Robin. Migrant breeding species. One
sighting on mountain forest walk.
Finsch’s Wheatear. Scarce vagrant. I think I was correct on seeing this but it was very similar to the more
common resident Black Eared Wheatear. Even so the
Black Eared Wheatears were a treat to see even
though I had some previously in other places in the
Middle East.
Spanish Sparrow. Common resident. A few flocks.
Black Headed Yellow Wagtail. Common migrant
breeder and subspecies of the Yellow Wagtail. A few
of these seen along some of the rivers.
Cinererous Bunting. Migrant breeding species. One of
the Lesbos specials. A few of these seen, pointed out
by the guide.
Cretzschmar’s Bunting. Common migrant breeding
species. The first of these just appeared above our
heads on top of a wooden shelter while looking out a
“Raptor” watch point.
We missed quite a lot more and so maybe sometime
we’ll have to go back.
Bittern

Corn
Bunting
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HEDGELAYING
Article by Paul Blissett
Paul gave a very interesting talk at one of our evening meetings last year.
Hedgelaying is the traditional way of managing
hedges throughout large parts of England and
Wales.
It creates a thick barrier from untidy, gappy and
straggling hedges. Stems are cut most of the
way through so that they can be bent over without damaging them.
Depending on the style of hedge being laid, it is
frequently strengthened with vertical stakes and
horizontal binders, as on the Midland style hedge
shown in the picture.
Over many years, the laid stems, called pleachers, tend to gradually die back. However, long
before then, a new hedge will have grown up
from the base of the existing hedge.
Hedgelaying has great conservation and wildlife
value and is likely to take place every 15 years or
so with periodic trimming in between to encourage re-growth and keep it tidy. Managed in this
way, hedges can last indefinitely.
Hedgelaying is seasonal work taking place between autumn and early spring. It is avoided out-

side these periods to avoid disturbing nesting
birds and trampling plants growing in and by the
hedge which could contravene the Wildlife &
Countryside Act.
It is not the size of the gaps in your hedge that
matters, but whether the height of the hedge will
allow the hedgelayer to fill the gaps.
Unless one wants a low hedge or, in special circumstances such as a garden, a hedge less
than 8 feet tall is likely to be better left to grow
taller before it is laid.
An individual is only likely to ever pay once for a
given length of hedge to be laid so it should only
be done when the hedgelayer can achieve a
good result."
Paul Blissett
Traditional hedgelaying
Website: www.hedgelayer.co.uk
e-mailto:paulblissett@hedgelayer.co.uk
Phone: 01296 680454
National Hedgelaying Society Accreditation

Work Party Dates 2015
23rd May

9am -1pm

26th Sept

9am -1pm

For more information

27th June

9am -1pm

24th Oct

9am -1pm

Please contact James via:

25th July

9am -1pm

28th Nov

9am -1pm

info@digswell-lake.org.uk

22nd Aug

9am -1pm

19th Dec

9am -1pm

or Tel: 0845-003-5253

SUBSCRIPTIONS 2015/2016
The Society’s subscription year runs from 1st April to 31st March
For those members making direct payment please, if you have not already done so, make
your cheque payable to Digswell Lake Society and send it, with this completed slip, to the
Treasurer, Carole Dale, 135 Oakdale, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. AL8 7QS
Many thanks.

Name
Address

e-mail
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP £10.00

Tel. no.
Date

/

/



Post code

